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Africa in Transformation. By Norman MaeLean. xx and 263 pp. Map, 
ills. J. Nisbet & Co., London, 1914. 5s. 8%x5%. 

This a worthy book, given chiefly to the missionary phase of "Africa in 
Transformation," and confining most of that to the Lower Zambesi, Nyasaland, 
British East Africa, Uganda and Zanzibar. Throughout Tropical Africa the 
missionaries, by their industrial training, educational work and medical ser- 
vice, are playing a most important part in bettering the temporal condition of 
the black man and making him more useful to himself and to Africa. This fact 
is most interestingly set forth by the author. The subject of one striking nar- 
rative is the Blantyre Church in Nyasaland, famous as among the finest build- 
ings yet erected by native labor in equatorial Africa. The black artisans who 
built it were not Christians; they knew little or nothing about the purposes to 
which the building was to be devoted, but they had developed skill to erect it 
through the patient training of a man of genius, Dr. Clement Scott; and the 
church is the enduring monument of this man, who died in Africa. 

The book is a tribute to the value of African missions. It is full of the 
most convincing testimony to their worth. K. L. Stevenson spoke truly when 
he wrote the words quoted on the title-page : ' ' Those who deblaterate against 
missions have only one thing to do — to go and see them on the spot. ' ' 

Islamic Africa. By B. Burton Sheppard. 127 pp. Bis., index. The Meth- 
odist Book Concern, New York, 1914. 75 cents. 7% x 5. 
The European nations in Africa must take account of the large Moslem 
population of the continent. The struggle under the surface of colonization, 
which at times threatens to break out into an uprising, cannot be understood 
without some such view of the Mohammedans as is given in this book. The 
discussion is free from prejudice, even though the defeat of Islam is the hope 
of the writer. It presents a brief review of the entrance of Mohammedanism 
into the family of religions, the causes of its rapid advance, its goal, and its 
effects upon the African. The chapter on "The African as a Moslem]' is 
especially well done, and the author presents both the advantages and disad- 
vantages of the religion to the African from the standpoint of his future 
development. The book may be read easily at a sitting, and it offers a com- 
prehensive background for the appreciation of one of Africa's vital problems. 

Robert M. Brown. 

Richesses minerales de Madagascar. Par M. D. Levat. 359 pp. 
Map, ills., index. H. Dunod et E. Pinat, Paris, 1912. Fr. 15. 10x6%. 
From the hands of one of the world's foremost authorities on auriferous 
deposits we have in this volume a clear and succinct account of the economic 
mineralogy of Madagascar. A complete record of the mineralogy of an island 
which exceeds France in area could not be expected here, but Levat has estab- 
lished the several geological horizons which make their appearance within the 
area of Madagascar. Having once oriented himself upon the basic geology of 
the island, the work of examining mineral outcrop was vastly simplified. The 
principal metal is gold, both in placers and in veins, an industry which has 
increased from an output of less than $25,000 in 1896, when France entered, to 
more than $2,000,000 in 1908, a figure that has since been practically main- 
tained. In the west and northwest Levat examined two somewhat extensive 
fields which had been reported as having bituminous possibilities. His 
research proved the existence of petroleum in sufficient quantity to pay for 
exploitation and sufficiently rich in all the commercial oils, both light and heavy. 
The result of this discovery was to open these fields to commerce and establish 
a base of supply for the national marine. He also established the existence of 
deposits of uranium of a high percentage of radioactivity. 

r • - - William Churchill. 

AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA 

The Opportunity in Australia. By H. S. Gullett. With an introduc- 
tion by Lord Chelmsford, xviii and 148 pp. Ills. Field & Queen, Lon- 
don, 1914. 3s. 6d. 9 x 5%. 
Upward of a million square miles of farming soils, with over twenty inches 
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of rainfall in excess of twenty inches, await further development. Two hundred 
million acres are suitable for wheat, and yet to-day only 8,000,000 acres are in 
wheat. Similar conditions exist in dairying, fruit, etc. Beyond this zone of 
precipitation sufficient for agriculture are almost boundless possibilities with 
the aid of irrigation. As for markets, the author says that Australian farmers 
are assured of an entry to the Old World's markets, and that the Far East also 
appears to promise an enormous outlet. 

As a guide to this land of opportunity the book is excellent. Among the 
topics are transportation rates from England to Australia; lands available for 
settlement and directions for securing them; advice to immigrants with money 
and to those without capital; irrigation; wheat, dairy, fruit farming, grazing; 
and labor-saving machinery. An account is also given of the Northern Terri- 
tory (about 500,000 square miles), now being opened up. Papua is treated 
briefly. The book is carefully written. There are numerous photographs and 
a map of Australia's railroad systems. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

The Sheep and Wool Industry of Australasia. A practical handbook 
for sheep farmers and wool-elassers. By Henry B. Smith, xvi and 187 
pp. Ills. Whitcombe & Tombs, London, 1914. 8s. 6d. 9 x 5%. 
A technical trade manual. In clear and plain language, the writer recounts 
the sheep history of Australasia, and describes the various breeds which thrive 
best there. Sheep selection, the breeding of fat lambs, shearing, the qualities 
and tests of wool, wool-moisture, wool-sorting, the manufacture of woolens and 
worsteds, the various textile fibres, including rabbit-fur, camel's hair, horse- 
hair, cow-hair, llama-wool and silk; wool-classing, the pressing of wool, the 
fastening and branding of bales, wool-scouring, wool-buying and selling, the 
removal of wool from sheep skins, and the preparing of sheep-skins for the 
market. Then follow chapters on the method of preparing for the market tBe 
other skins, obtainable by farmers, and on killing, skinning, and dressing a 
sheep. A glossary of terms and their meaning, as used in the sheep industry, is 
appended. Handsome half-tones of the best breeds of Autralasian sheep are 
interspersed. David H. Buel. 

The Volcanoes of Kilauea and Mauna Loa, By William T. Brigham. 

222 pp. Map, ills. Mem. Bernice Pauahi Bishop Mus., "Vol. 2, No. 4. 

Honolulu, H. I., 1909. 12% x 9%. 

The sub-title — "their variously recorded history to the present time" — ac- 
curately describes the work. It is a profusely illustrated compendium of nar- 
ratives of visits by many observers. There is no attempt at analysis of the 
facts observed, but much material is here for their study. Only works in English 
are quoted from, which must subtract a good deal from the completeness of the 
record. The reviewer is not familiar with the literature of the Hawaiian islands, 
but he is quite confident that not a few well-trained German observers have 
visited them and recorded observations of value, to say nothing of Frenchmen 
and others. The author's part (he has made a number of visits to the moun- 
tains at long intervals) is gossipy and personal rather than scientific. The pic- 
tures and plans give a pretty complete idea of the facts, as well as of the 
climate and circumstances attendant upon climbing the mountains. There is a 
very striking colored frontispiece by Mr. Charles Furneaux of the lake of 
Halemaumau by night. Many of the photographs are admirable. 

Mark Jefferson. 

EUROPE 

British Rainfall, 1913. Compiled under the direction of H. B. Mill. By 
R. C. Mossman and C. Salter. Fifty-third annual volume. 92 and 384 pp. 
E. Stanford, Ltd., London, 1914. Price 10s. 
For over half a century British Bainfall has been one of the important 
meteorological publications of each year. It presents the essential facts con- 
cerning the precipitation of the British Isles clearly, concisely, and always with 
interesting discussions of certain especially noteworthy phenomena. The fifty- 



